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Bure Dives b Bimer €
wonure Ousees  lrow Unoonsior  Loyes ~by len J, Moffatt

The Tenth Annual West Coast Sclence Fiction Conference was held at the Hotel
Knickerbocker, Hollywood, Califarnia oo July 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th, 1957, sponsered
by membera of The Cheslsy Donavan Foundation, aided hy members of the LASFS,

There
vas & pre-con preas conference, which was built around a well-built movie "starlet®,
vhose intereat in tha affair vas based on tha fact that "aha would do anything
for city." Her name vas Vicki Dugan. Not sure that's spelled carrectly, but

what the hell, I'm not her press agent, I didn't arrive in time to sse thia babs,
but am told sha wag worth looking at, and didn't mind showing off her better fea-
tures,

The press preview brought Westarcon X mora newspeper coverage than s-f cons
usually get, A few reperters even showsd up the second day, after seeing the cov-
arage given the con by their competitors, In fact, this con received more news-
paper, TV and radio coverage than any other convention ar conference in aciance
fietion's histary, (Ackerman wore himself to a frazzle, appearing on various TV and
radio programs, before and d tha con.) This gave the con caomittee high hopea
of a large attendance, Surely, the weokend, thoro would bs 2000 nemberships
sold., Well, maybe it was the hot weather, or aaybe thera just aren’'t 2000 parsons
in tha L.A. area even vaguely interested in science fiction, but the last timo I
inquired about the number of persons who had signed in, I got figures ranging freo
300 to 500,

The con opened with a lunchaon, which we did not attend bacaute we folt
that wa could not affard both the luncheon and tho banquet. The banquet cost mare
of courss, but we chose it as ths banquet is usually ths high spot of any con, It
was too.

Thanks tc Faul Turner, I heard a tapo of Boucher's introductory talk at the
lunchoon, in which he lamhasted the self-styled conscrs who make lifs unpleasant for
1liberal minded, thinking people. Then he introduced same of the notables present,
vinding up witd an intro of Forry Ackerman, who gave his traditional talk on s-f
in tha past year, and in the year te coma,

According to tha Program Booklst, some ox-
perimental films wore showm next, followed by a panal discusaion on "The Night
People vorsus Crecping Moatballism,® Ed Clinton, Zph Konigsberg, Alex Apostolides,
and Roy Squires (pinch-hitting far Kriss ieville, who didn't show until later in the
con) were the panclista, and the audionce waa parmitted to join in the discusaion
too, According ta the Night People, the American public has beon lulled into a aon-
thinking stage by the Madimon Avenus tribe of huckstors and have becomo an unthink-
ing mob of Creecping Meetballs, The Hight Paopla are libaral minded, thinkinc per-

> scns, who are attempting to ecnha% this
growth of Creeping Moatballism,

On the othor
aido of the coin, there wore some who felt
that no ona {not oven tha Nirht Paoplo)had
a right to such labeling and namo-calling,
and that moat people (i4oathalls ar not)
did not appreciate being told that thair
aply salvation was to join "our side,®

wa
arrived at tho hotel in timo tao hear the
tajil end of this discuasion, vhich waa
fast devoloping into a political hassle.
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There were those who thougzht the whaolu thing wasn't lively enough and waa drasged
sut too leng, but there wero arounil 50 poraons who aat through it, and many of them
joined in the variaty of arguments brought forth. Tt cartainly was in keeping witn
the con's theme: "It is not morally wrong to think." Mere canfortebla chairs and e
coolor day would hava improved it immensoly, but at loast the bar was handy.

The rest
of this report will not necessarily be ir. chronolegical order, It has bean 2 days
since the con ended, the notes I Yook arc hardly comprehensive {or aven ecrprehans—
able), and only ncw do I feel sufficiently recovered to attempt some form of objec-
tivity...

There wore 2 ovening sessicns, sach to be at 2100, One was for tho fans—
a spocial oooting at the LASFS club roan, The other was fce ths pros, the camittes
turning it over to Tony Boucher, who 1a aluays one of the main focal points at any
con ho attends, and rightly so, His words are always interestirg, filled with his
oun untirinn_, v*tality and sensa of humor,
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Wo desided to attond the pro cession, as we lo Tals as "%attle tale gr=y prost, if
nnt aa "filthy old pros", though, 1iks Ackaerman, I faolt tnrm in tusin, for I'z still
a % at heart, and understend tnat the fan mnqting was quite succeaful. Instead of
colling a formal moeting of the pros, semi-pros, and would=bo pros proseat, poucndr
2.l in the bar with all the nthors, talksad, drank, and hed a jolly good time, Soio
ot tho fans eritieisoed this procodurc, but tho faet is the pros do like to gat to-
cathor at loast ancw a year and yak emong thomsclvas, without being heclded by fans,
and on tho practical side the bar was too oxpensivo for a lot of folks presant {oven
tho ones who apent most of their time in it), and of ceurns the younger fans were
kept out of tho bar at all times during the can by the ho%el poaple.

The waiters
wveren't too happy with our little crowd, as many of the gusnta served themselvea
[>:= the bar, not wanting to wait for a aiter to got around to their tsble, or por—
hejs not. wanting to pay a tio cvarytime iiey ordered a drinii, 7Tnco, whon I was at
- ar gotting a couple of bears for ci table, I overheard one of the waiters aay
ts s Larzeoy "This quy isn't a scienee fiction writer; he's u science fiction

oS e La*er, Mol Sturges called hic over to our table to order scme of tho
fivs tiuzages, chnesed eracksrs, ote. they were distributing. fetaining his polite
mile, the walter said: "I thought you trought your own.,.™ Put he did brine us
gre> conckars and pretzels, saying they had run out of the saugasos.

I remamber bita
a® anothor conversaiion vhen Annm aond I were charing a tavle with Eph Kenigrbern &

I farpai who elae, We wore tolkine about tho astcrioes of the good old days, the
fact that it wra a ghame van Voet quit writinz, ata, *Zven an inferior stmyy can
Lo u placsure ta raad, " said gpis. "If thoro i3 a sufficlently super svpernan with
wkon to idonttiy."

Later that nicht (rathar, early the raxt A.M,) there wns a privats
aiowing of mn edited varsion of Ti!E DAY THE LARTH STOOU =TILL (me of my Tavaor o
55 7iue) in Mo £01, tho Conventica Sulta, T slept tironsh perta e it, dws
to failling oyenalls and tiie scporifiz effrct of baer. GOt to my oun Levd .r‘..x".!*
LeCT A0, Pomo 5
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Pridey was lightly progronul, The ilspiley rowm was well visited by fans, pros,
and strangers who just wanderud in utt ¢f eriauity, Thore vers ac=e fine Bonestell
paintings, PRS rnorets, and suma fasclnating nulti-goarod rmachines that apparantly
did nothing except whirl, rall, grind snd meyte evan “tump” a little when one pushed
a buttorn. Joe Friscn showsd up that night (porhaps his favorite bar) and bocama
fascinated with one of these "perpetual motimn® sadgets. Jaa, in case you didn't
know, is a farous show biz character with a penchant for playing the penies, He has
a profeasicomal stutter, and is generally censidered a comedian's comedian, In the
bar he spent most of his time at the pianoc bar, joining in the ainging(?) ~f old
songe, and occasionally making with bits of his atutter routinas, Stan Woolsten was
carrying one of our "South Gate in '58]" aigna, and Joo wanted to lmow whet the hell
that was all about. wWe told him in aomn deteil, and I asked him if he would do us
the favor of saying "South Gate in '58]% pext time ho vas an radio or TV, 3o said
he would, and wandered off muttering "South Gate in '58!" a3 though pessesod..,.

Beat
part of the fcamal progranm that day was Jon lackey's talk-with-slides about his
table top modals, which dapict acenes on othar planets, Most of the alides were
gquite affactive, and his talk was delivored in an informal, humerous manner which
waa quite enjoyable., Jon is sbout 7 feet tall, thin es a rod, and one suspacts hin
af being a friendly Martian. He prepared a table top of a lunar typa landscape,
whila we wateched,

THZ DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL waa shown that evening to an SPO
audicnce in the display room, fellowed by another old clasaic, 10ST HORIZE. The
"day" emded with ancthar party in €01, this time with more likker and no movics.

All of the nction and talk was real 1lifs stuff,... Mado it to bed by 5:00 A. !....

Tho third day (Satuwday): The plan:. ' nrogram bagan to fall apart, duoc mostly to
the fact that the sets for tho play arr-7od too lato, In faet, thay arrived in the
form of lumber, pepor, naila, ote. and had to bo hurridly constructed. 1 wes ono of
the volunteers who helped drive a fow nails, hold things, fetch things, and evont—
ually holp carry them into the banquut rocm, just as it started to sprinkle a few
dropa of rein... The play was suppoaed to ateort at 3;30, but evan after getting
the suts inside,thera wrs work to be done on then to mske it look like the inside of
a apace ship. Also I think the acters had to rohearse egain, Yhile all this biz
waa going on behind the accnes (behind the hotal, to be mora axact), another panel
discussion toak placo in tho banqust roam. From a brief glimpss of the pancl 1
could see that Helen Urban and Mark Clifton (the con's Cusst of Honor) were on it,
and I see by the Program that it had scmothing to do with "The Philosophical Rasia
of Science.™ Aftor the panel onded, the mots ware carried in, mnd the play wes
announced postponod until ready, It didn't get startad until around 6:30 P,i1, ar
latar,

The play was callod (ironically encugh) "Sreaking Strain", baing an adaptation
by E4 Clinton of an Arthur C, Clarke story. Obviously a lot of work hed gono into
it, and tho zudience was quistly attentive during tho helf-hour parformanco, and
applauded nicely st the ond, Unfortunately, those at the back of thc room couldn't
hear the actors. It wes an intimate types of drama which shoutirg all of th: lines
wvould have ruined, I would like to nce it piven again, under mara edvantagecus
conditiane,

The £4.50 a plata Banquat that night started pretty close to tho schad-
uled timo (8:00), as they postponed tho talk on the Vanguard Project which was to
be given after tha play. When I received my salad it looked as though it had had
it, and I didn't havo the haart to attack the poor wilted thing. The crab & shrimp
cocriall was axeallont, but the aquab chicken, stuffcd vith rround round (I think)
and rice, didn't seam as tasty to me as [ nad hoped. Tho oifen was okey, but thors
suemed to be a shartage of wator pitche-a for such a hot wveniug,
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In introducing the Guent of Honowr, Beuchor tetod that thers was no such thing
a® a "Mirk Clifton Steoy®, TFach vaw stomy Srea CM3fian wes so ruch Aiffcrent frem
tho lsac one that zna hed to laor tasea vko the author wig, ! fach of then was a
fine story ia 1t3 own right, Then C1i~i-n E%a0d up, amidgt tan sppluuze of tha hun-
drod or 80 prescnt, and socke in hias sl . dolibcrate marnos, ie 10 an ealy spoaker
ta liston to, wnnurried but not dragging it. If I wanted to pe unkind I cculd say
tiat although thura may not be a "Mark Clifton Story", thero is a "M:rk Clifton
Spcech®, for I knd heerd hinm give a siorter version of this same talk at LACFS o
fow wupks beforo, Howsver, it 1s one of thore speochas warth sittine through nore
than anca, as he docs have a lot tn sey, I don't ngree with nll of it, ard think
n3 w2s dunatie in his approach, stating his thacrios as though thoy weso abroluta
truthe, tut this 13 probably an attemnt to stimilate discussion en hia idens, It
was amuing %o woteh the sories of expromsienn tha* flittod over Boucher's faco a3
Cliften rado hia various pointe, Withcut avan Laering Bouchor's commonts afteruards,
it was obvinus that ho was ane of thnso who found fallacies in Clifton's roasoning,
or did nct agree with averything tha authour expoinded, Clifton'’s four majicr points
were co>ininly worthy ones; (1) Thinking can ba fun. (2) It 1a not morally wrang to
thisk. (3) Heros in s-f chorld bo thinking man. (4) The proolums in s-f atories
clisuid be sclved by tho thinking of thesa thinkdng herns, rather than by brute
force. Hie nnproach to those pointa was semawhat Cozmatic and prajudicod., Ho hita
nemd et thy Mlfterery anoos® who liva "up on the hill" and occasionnlly pormit s-f,
"iho tastord writing frem tho wrong side of the. tracks®,. 4o apouar in their books
anl ©ags, Ha sites history, rather skatchily, and soeinlegicnl developremant of mer-
k¥ind in his casa agzinat those who havo mada thinking a dirty word in ceveryday sc—
clety. Ha nrys that a-f is now pessing through an aga of unthirging frivolity, tt
tnat other Golden 4ges will came, as thoy have in tho pust., It wag 5 fascinating
and interosting spacch, warthy of repetition tn this largor group, and of prezanta-
ticn az a giuat-of-honor speach at a can. Whuther you agree with him ar not, you
nave to admit that Clifton is a sincere, intoresting and entaertaining writor and
apeaxer,

Noxt eamo the showing of "Deatination Maon”™, proceded by a ahkort tulk obout
ths film by tho inovitable Ackerman, I li%e ihis film ton, but waan't inturested in
sacin? it acain at that time, so Rick, 7 xn and I took over tho guasd duly in the
display roch, while Anna talked to Terr- Bartfield's husband in thae lobby. Tad
Zuro showsd up latar, and we talked about the problems ef putii-~ on cons. He aeid
this comnmitteo would be publishing a booklet on tho do's and don'ts of con produeeing,
including vital info on hew and where to got publicity, equipmant, ete.

- The Moffctts
drova home to slaep that night, not wishing to pay anothor night's tarrif at the ho=
tol, 2nd got back to the Yostercon the following (Sunday) afterncon. The auction,
conducied bty Walter J. Deusherty, mede little roncy, I indonrstand, for tueo raancas;
{1) I* was hcld on the las: dey of tho con, vien rest peonle are nanz-‘roke.

(2) Thera waszm't a hock of a lot of good matorial--taat is, cecpared to other con
aucticns in tha past,

Charlas Burbee showed up during tie auction. a rara evont in-
deed for r s-f con thess days, and we adjournad to tls tar, wvhero Elmer Furduo
bought us becr. Purb ond Elmar discussed the fine peints of raking hcao brew,
women, money, and other fracincting subjects, Wo went beck to the aueifs= leler,
az ilror verted to bid on one of Dick Daniols' perpotunl motion slectrenic crigets,

E:m 1'_; - rm. "".'.-u L
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The businesa meating wea held right after tha auction and 1s probably the shartest
con busineas mooting on record., I doubt if it lasted twenty minutes, once Tad got it
quisted down encugh to introduce my beautiful, charming and intelligent wife, Anna
Sinclare Moffatt, who, as Chairlady of Tho South Gate in '58 Plarning Committos, was
placing our bid fer Weatercon XI. Her speech wes met with shouts of approval, and
she finished by holding up tho traditional '58 sign(carried by Sneary to many a con
aver the yoars) which asignalled evarybody to ahout "South Gato in 581", "Hurrah!",
"{cyyyy:", and 8o on, One would have thought the whole thing was planned,... 4nd,
of course, it was. We cxpected no oppccition and there secmod no point in zaking it
a dull, cut and dried affair, So we ask.d a number of peopla to participato in the
demonstratisn, to add a bit of excitemont to the meoting, The bid was accopted by
acclamation, Later, I had a brief talk with the Tulloys, who had been planning
to bid but who hod graciocusly bowed out this timo arcund, and rociterated our plans
to put on es inexpensive a con as possiblc for the bonofit of fans and pros alika,
For thu bonefit of the uninformed, it might bo wcll to mention herc that we will be
putting in the bid for next yenr's wWorld Conventien, which wa expact to win without
difficulty, as we have the backing of fans and proa from all over tho s-f ficld,

We will coxbino tho Wostorcon with the WerldCon (as San Francisco did whon they had
botk ccnference and convention tho same year), and put them on in L.A., under the
famous "South Gate in '581" banner,

Wo want homo shortly aftor the busineass meating,
coing doad tired and financially exhausted. I guess Wastorcon X ended with the pro-
sentation by tho Coopor Dovelspment Corp. on the Vanguard Project, ICY, ote,, and
the eghowing of anothur old film claasic, "Motropolis®,

A faw of tho famous fans and
pros who attonded Westarcon X, uho may not have beocn mentioned proviously, included:
Georgo W. Flelda(now editor of this mag), Ted Johnastone(editor of ZAP!), Randy 3rowr
und ono ar twe other Texas fano(who camo the longoat distance to atterd), van Vost,
Meri(Weclf) & Dave Watson, Freddie & Hal Curtis, Dave Fox, Lun Marlow, Roy lavendor,
E.E. Svans and Thclnn(who had juat returnod fracz a succeaful Hiduuacon), nill Cour-
val, Don Stark, Mildrod Clingorman, Barmey Bernard, Faul & Eleonor Turmor, Bjo and
Don Wulls, Bill and Arthur Soan Cox, Bill Elnckbonrd Mr., & Mra, Mol Sturges, Julia
foas(new diractor of LASFS), Evalyn Gold, “lcyd Uallnco, Kenny Bonnell, Wondy Acker-
man, and many others, Other notablas uho shcwod up but stayod anly fnr onc session
or wore thero a very short timc: Honry Xuttnor and wifa Catherino Moare, Roebert
Mocre Williams, Cleva Cartmill, Cleiro Wingor Harris, Doctor and Mrs, de Castro,
and Ross Racklyn. That's enough nozo=drcpping, the iden being to show the variety
of fans and proa who did attend,....

fme of tho moat ontortaining featuros of Wester-
ccn X (fram the male viewpaint) worg the saveral young girls attired in out—of-this-
world costuras, deaigred by Bjo. I think the costumea on Shawn and Julia werc the
moat outstanding, although all of them were good camera subjocts,

To give a penctrate
ing enalysis of whot was good and what was bad aboul any convention or conlaranco
would tako more space than 1 have herc. However, I weuld like to touch on a fow
points—on both sidea of tha ledgor, so to speak. 1'l1 be eritical first, and thon
1ist the persons and thinga I thought ware most outatanding. In a senso, my
criticisms ar¢ nct of the Westercon X nlone, but of the tropd which hns devalopod
in e-f cons in tho past fow yoors, sinco the s-f "boon"—=or if you prufor Georss W.
Ficlds' torm--"inflotion®,,,,

(1) The fact that more and mere poaple hnve hacame in-
torusted In s-f in the past few years doos not mean thet the individusl con guoet i


costir.es
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vealtnier than, say, the individunl con guest of 1946 and bofnre. Comsequently, it
18 not wise to hava the con in an expensive hotel in an expsnaive naighborhood. The
average fan (and pro, faor that matter——ask Mr. Bouchoer) really doesn't cara cna
way cr the other about glamnnurised settings and fancy hotels, If all cf thia glazour
and press egentyy ia going to ccat hin extra monuy, he weuld rather do without, He
comsn to the con to moet other fans and pros, yak it up and have a good, soclal
tima, The less expensiva the food and érinks, tha better, Can comnittees g0 in
tho hole for the obvious remson that they spend moro than they take in, Taking up
a rollcetion afterwards leaves a bad taste in everyene's mouth, and a lat cof pecrles,
who have had to spend more than they intendad in order to patronize the econ, just
can't afford to kick in with an extra donaticn to help save the day. Trey have to
ent aftor thuy gut homa, vhile waiting for their next paychack.,

(2) The auction shoulc
nevar be hold on the last day of the con, Walt Daugherty is one of tho best suction—
wors in the business—cartainly the best in the west coast g=-{ fi0ld—but tha boat
.uetioneer in tha world can't get money out of a crowd who have spent mast of thair
poney the provious three days, and are wondering if they have enough to gat hoos cor.
Sure, they probubly apemt it on "likker®, and 1t would be far a better causa, and
porhapa to thoir oun benefit, if they hed saved it for the auction, but pecple ara
poopla (ba thoy Night Peoplo or Day People). Thay will, for the moat part, spend
mare than they intand in a bar filled with frienda and fascinating convorsation, and
csme the final day of the con thoy are broke or nanr-hroke, The auction ahould
be prepared fnr mcntha ahead of time, giving the committos plenty of time to obtaln
more eholca items, CGive tho guctionser - brenk; he has to work hard encugh as it 1s,
Give him a lot of good stuff to sell, anl lot him do it on the second dny, not the
1aat, '

(3) Don't try to put on a bigeer program than you can handla, If you don't hava
a progrem director (with assistants) to sce that everything is going to come cff as
schodulud, cut down on the progrom so that the comhittee mvailable can control 1%
and koup it frem folling apart at tho seams, Thore are a lot of fana and pros who
wouldn't object to n no-program con, but atill it ia nocossary to have ong for tha
bopefit of other fans and pros, and for the newcomors who wouldn't know what to do
with thomsalves without a program to follow, Thore was nothing wrong with the itoms
or oven the number of itomo cn the Wnatercan X progran. Bach and ovary portion wua
of intoroat to most of the paople prosont, 3ut thoy did have bad luck(as with tha
pats for the play), and they didn't have cnough paoplo lined up ahead of tims to
follow up on thinga. This, of course, brings me te tha bruquets.....

For Poo knous,
the roople they did have workad hard enough. Larry Waro gave o vory good impreasion
of boing cverywhere at onco. He guarded the disployroom (being the con's art
director), ne hod designed the con's sasy-to-read program Looklst, he cade armOREncoe
monts over the P,A, systam, he gave an oxcollent reading of the Prodogus to the
piay, in his usual projecting veice(would that wo could have heard the other actors
as clearly), and, well, I could go om, but without his vork{or sansanc dupli=ating
his nonrly all-arcund=-tho-cleck job) Weatercon X suroly would have sufforod much,
much mors than it did, And this is coming for a man who has never oxactly bwen in
love with E, Loring Waro, I have alwey® considered him a moody charactur who would
be w8 likoly to snap your head off as give you s smilo. If he snapped any hoads at
Jestercon X, ho cartainly hod o good vxcuso. lack of sleop and loads of work can
turn the swootest tomporod person there is into an unsocial grouch, and LarTy was
hordlr the latter.

Lo Kewmnr, Tad Dko =i Chris Pobinscn(the other members of the
et 4t00) ohvicutly Saw workxd loag @ ~z? too, [ow 224 me that oftor going
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without 2leop for 8 holl of u long tine, ho fMnally decided tocrnhmdmt—cn,
&nd cepse vorrring sbout the way the oon was goine, This did him s world of good,
211 of the comrittoe menbers took turns at tho reeistratien desk(prcbably the nost
berding lob at any con), and Just frem looking at the soi-up at the hotel, ane could
830 that ecach and every one of the:m had pourcd tieir hoarts and souls (a3d pocitat-
bocks} inte this Westereon, If they made the smigtakes listed under my critiecises,
it ves only bocausg thoy dreamed too big,
ammmmnntmmmm of
boing guiotezannered peroons, hardly the extrovert type, yet thay, along with
Chris in her exotic costémes (ard no cas could envy her jeb as secretary), snd
Iarry, =ede everymme foel -thm,:ﬂudthhm-n:upntmamm.T
=}
sum up, Westercon X was a social FUcCoss, but averyone, Sncluding the pooplo attande
ing and the camitteoo itself, spont more Roney than wams nocessary for having a
succeaful conferecnce, Thg excellent neus covorage fedled to bring in enough non-
fangs to pay far tha affeir, Some blamed it an the hot wosther, Foople proferred the
beach or the mounteins to a hotel in Hollywood. Qthers said that the coverago wns
wasted, and that ‘Just naa many voeuld have attended without theo expensive advertising,
But these arv pointa one could debate fa aver vithoyt coming to a conclusion, The
basie point, from where I'm sitting, Lz ithat tiw loas eaxpansiva you make it, the
moro pecple will enjoy it,
) Ferscnally, I had a hell of g good timo at Wostercon X, but
I wish I hadn t have spent a3 ouch as I did, I'm Just a "tattle tale gray pro®,
rotcmber,.,..
-lim
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Thig ic Ghononi-Le: I'ovonber 1lst is the noxt deadlino...

.....There usuelly oczue a dey when Hor Ping Pong would masterful-
1y fictionelize his opinion cf People in Fandom. Here is oan ar-
ticle tnet 1s sz tinely 4o fondon as the Declarctlon of Indepen—
%enco is tinely to the U.S.A. The questlon is, does 1t gtill bhear
rutnfe....

JUDGE HOY FIiiG FONG

& St B J;l;;""'a. l"
i B e %
HE L L8 B UF
v e o o

10 AN

— T

JUTHTHA

As the lone Tizure strusgled up the ineline, a brasay tin
hora somewhere in the backprouad burst forth iith a single tin-
ny snort.

Ain old men with square specs ond a long vhite beord
looked un fror his gene of cribboge to peer betuwean the bors of
the pate:

"Crives! Another'nl”

it the el of thie horn, the fizurs
stroightened, glanced aovout to note 1I he sras seen, cnd marcned
proudly up to the sninlng Gates, chent out ond manner porpous.
it a comuend Trom on useen otchman, he stopped.

-

From sonehere

a ogherub ~oveared, unfolded a seroll cnd rend the locol ecuivo-
lent of the Rlot et. fThe Tigure before the jates gatherec nin-
self un in proud disdain, os 1f the cherub hed onanlr hinted that
Lo needed polleing!

The chertd vanished, and the olf nman stepoped
forth, norecs in hand.

"Mmat's ver nane?" he sancaped.

"The nare,
hororcble eir," replied "it", "is Jonathen 4. Fonne I was lnown
#op and vide on Barth os 'Grond 014 Fann'.”

"¢ don't neecd faney
geff around here, youn feller,” square-specs snorted. "e're
plein ordinerr folks, specking olain langvrich, and ve don't put
up with aira. ilowv., You seek admlsalion. By the mles ond regu-
1ations of this Establishnent, ve imnt first inculre into your
poat. You nay commence; akin nothing 1omortent.”

"No you nenn,
venerable one, that I am to recount the monents ol ny 1lile on—-"
Nyep!®™ the white board ucovered--"cut thet short and get buay!"
7ell, let me refreah n¥ memory & aecond. I ounvose I o2n
hest Imowm for the sreat service I vas to fellow-deln:s, back
there--. Cs=ecially ny breathern Tollowlng the scne hovbr aa I.



“i8 is Shanori+LA, Fell 1057

Jud~o Hor Ping Pong: "The Case of Jonotnen T Fon:"

e R —

o

In fze¢t, 1% wos tlmeouch py efforts tuct 1t beccme nore thon £ mere
howby: 4t uos convarted into tho oost imdorieant thing in Lifci®
Megssip—wo fcas just about ron the couniry. IEditors of oll
the mogezizes boved Lo my—-1 nmein gus ttiches, publisiiers ose and
#2511 umon our whime. Polities depended upon us to oxist., ‘e
2ound that the communists were loutlish Jellowo who 'cTo more in-
tercated in velitics tuon sclenes Tictlon. o exhoriliactoed tlien.
Teehnocrots soon followed. Ther: vag no roon fer sueh orronice-~
tions in fomdom who oponly cdvoceted surplanting Da:pg;ng:}”“ﬁl1
the petiy "isms" and "Ists" wore wipod out. o huntod dovm cvery
ssholct snd agnoctic end...or...licuidated thom."

Hapmm M +ha 0ld
- LI L
aen interrupiod é=rly., "I...ch...iaterviared o fov of thoso who
vyere licuidoted just rceently. I belicve thoy aontlonca vou."
Maiemten ond seiciee Tie4sion ecdvoncs nobly under ny cuilding
hond!"  Tho gneaker threir baek kia ho-2 as 47 olrcady tossing his
hrle about. "I humbly toko cll eredit Tor &olns the greet Seryice.
Dus thet isa't ail. I was tho 11%¢ blood of the Fon logczine.”
rug TThat--%" guestionocd the old mmn.
. fmhe Fon Hegecino. ...,
a groat scicneco fiction inotriution. 4 fon nectsine le oosnzll
criatucr pudlicctisn oxinted end dlatributed by usz fans, and
contrinc? nnbcri-l 0F interast to us and seicheo fiction.” |
Go
on--", thc 0ld@ mon ccated himsclf end provned his chir in thc peln
of o bony hand. "You intercot mo sirongely.”

"1 :mct oodestly ed-
mit thot ur negezine—-I celled 1t (Fann's Mag)-wos the locdor of
the oanatuor nross. I sudgoss thot in 1t's long ond glorious oXis-
tonee, it subliched just cbout eovery fan author vorth ~ay note at
all-—thot 1g, theoce who belicvo in Demoercey cnd sclcnce filetion,
rou undorstand--ond nepy professioncls rceecived thelr sicrt fronm
no. "Fann's 1oz" resularly wresosatod tho bost fiction, crticles,
poetry, illustrations ond loticro. A1l otxer fona podeled taoir
1ittle c®forte ~ftor it."

"Then, too, I helrnod untold scorcg of
thoez otiaer ucsszinos. A nostziae but nocdod ny nosiczl mnec upon
ho covor or contonts nafo to drzy ronders lilae llics to honer—-—

if you'll »ardon the simllie. I 3unposc I wos »etod o8 the most
nopular wrlier of tho tinme, oad In gevexrcl poopularity -olls ronkod
highest.” :
"I bas your pardon? You—rhat=tigheot?" vhito-voord mum-
bL:d boneath 1t.
YT bor veur vardcon?” iagulred Jontthon L. Fomi
“Nothing...nothin;..guct an ol2 non tolting to himself.  Got
on witn —our storr. 4nd it's only foir le tell vou thnt rou aro
snocking into = hiddon ikrovhone. Thet ngigga dom there—-"ea4d
e thumb Jeried dovmward, "ia ligtening to Four reeltal, too."
"7ell, therc iaa't o hole lot to tell. OF course, I hod my
shere of fietisn in tho profeosscions) mazezines. You sco, tucy
wgre »rinted under o pgeulonynm; the odlters thousht zorhrae it
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Judro Hoy Ping Pong: "The Cose of Joncthan 2. Fonn (oent.) ¥ %

sAzht =rlico some quectiona, 12 thor cppeored urnisr oy ovm nnac,
;ne" wvere culte pomuliosr, In Taet, the pen acrme I emnloved is al-

unost o8 well chovm 2nd rosvected 8 N ovm.  2ut thon, I rocdly
shinoe ia fondomes.

"I suonsorod menyr 4hinns in fandom. ntioncl
convontions, susll stoto conforencos; azir to it thbt they e
alzyroctot succcasos. I supposo I subeldlzod more Ton mogezines
than cny othor six Tans together. 1In chort, AT
and to sum it up, cverything fondom is todoy, Lo g 3
1t owes to ne." Aer “1
Mot vas that?" the old ono [ireE -

aclkzed.
"I naid," Jonathan paticntly roncatced,

with the air thot he reclised ho vas telling
to cn o0ld man and inigu thc*cforc te lonient,
*I a‘id," that ovcrxthi thot fondom 1as to-
dcy, 4t ovea to me. I ndzht endareo uwon
that statomcont and soy tr;t 12 14 uzsn't for
nc, I shuddor to thin't of uho ntrtc celenco
ficticn nigﬁt be in todzyi"

"e_ond Dcrocra-
ey." beerd-and-soces added.

"32d Denoerior.
Yoo, olx. Jonathen vos quitic proud of hin-
colf. Yo stood in merfoet respectful sllcico
vhile the old nan ruscd to hineclf = noment,
and thon crent to e vox footenod uzon tho vyell.
Pulling uvon a little door there u~g reveclod e tolophnno, tho
wires dissopnosring gougiard through a cloud.

The aged sentlcaon
then ear-icd o om anlmated eonversation writh scmecne uniiiovm on
1o othicr cnd ¢ the linc, Violent nods of his head, and alter-
nstc chal-ca "ccorpcﬂ*cd dg vro=dc. In the cid he wos heard to miil-
tor: "So rou von't nave hin, oh1?", and hung up te cloco tho door

"I am aromoted to_asl, be"ore 31aforning you of ny ducts*on,
the old fcllow a~3d,"about 2 »sarty oo g3 oup rou hLvan t nontioncd
In FOUr...CT... 'DUrgec'. Whau cvout ihocc 'Froanciatste”

"o, I'm
afraid I lmov wery litidle of theu, air. The> o**r*+o cxcliuniveoly
in Burove, ooy outcldc of oy cuhore of kncv1uﬂ'o

"Y poo,” tho
old nen cocked his left cro. Micll, young nan, uill you hovo a
cig;“Ou*n? "*orc i o fi=g in the cuisterec you ~xc obout to on-
tes Sncke up." Shces offored o noel of cigarcttcs.

"oh, no,
thas vou Just the same, ut I don 't snote. Dut nr curlonity
p“onnts ne te aak & nuestion. I thowht theot 1n toere 211 wns
paradisc. Do rvou pocnt L0 Sy You At not 2llored to ono':o in
tha=o7Y

"Young nen
coing in Sacsc?

1" snopped whlte-besrd. "Just vho snid you ticre

t - .



This is5 Shemori-l., Foll 1857

Judso Hoy Ping Pong: "Tho Cano of Sonsthen Q. Fonn" (eent.)

A¢ thoro woe no Tiisc ere 1
stined Tox...Tou Mo, Ggun
gat?"

“wavo Tou cver hoord of

My WhY. . rou, 317, You o
a3 goins, 5o cwvlously I an tot G
thero! ‘home cloo ig thorg lel %

L]

O O

Linbo?" +
"rizho, 8i=?" Jonathon wrns puzzlod, Bcong te o I hove.
that of ite?"

Wrell, pun=, thot'tc vour destination. o won't have
hoide nor hoir of rou iz Bgre, -nd hig ?iba BT & *c‘t?rcntened
revolution if we stent vou do'm to him; the casvrer 1z Linbo. Son,
tiie cagicer is vrou Just cint werth e doun novhere. Linmbo 1a your
fato--" _

l.ond 20 saving, ho yonzed o lover, o sectlon of cloud o=
penod undor Joncthon Q. Fenn and with 2 trell =lreod iclz to prowvel
him, he T2l foei firct dova o blask shuie. After hinm ecne the
gzreaci of the old non above: |

"loxt tine, churm, doa't bo 30 dxmon

perfoect. ond mevpe 1wo'll 1ot yeu in ottuer of the twe botter-imoun
nlaccs, !

FIVIS
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The next lcsue of Zhargy will be much lerger than this, and
will conteln wore reprint meterizl plus nev rmaterial. Plesse or-
der conlen now (154) or serd in = subsciivtion for six dssues (.1.00)
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This 4s Shonsri-Li, Fall 1957 Paze 15

.....80nchou, 4a (Zsporanto) Acizermon mob holl of the ooz of tho
Movenber 1037 1lcsue of "Inarination” (Vel. 1, no. 2 of tho rirst
LLSTS club orgon) »nd ehcngod it a1l into Esvercnto. I really
haven't the onsrsy o change 1t Into Qggl%g;, so Ioll locvo it.
Doeidor. it mer be interosting te a fov ol you, osteclally 4e,
And don't be a beliover in anrvonc's past until you1v0 ~acd rhet
o1 Author 1ite Henry Zutiner uscd to urito (usuclly during his
memborship in the oarly, oarly LASTS).....

17 HARID I SVPR-SFACS, by Honlsy “only (llen other than Henry uttner

Onee wos o oon flavr in o roge % not in such o tonsiom.
Ho found
hinscl? cbountly in an alicn <ironsion,
2 o tesscroet nerceivd hio os ho jilbrd & he cuet
" passionctoly pursucd hia rith unbridled shriclz of lust.
it w11 th 4th dlucnesion reng trith nolsca loud & clcoorous.

thingh noigvr'n ¢ GBSOXagt (ANO SAOTOUS.

8hc choscd ain doim th windpss of & nonBuclidocon st

& ectolc = look nchind him & thon flcd ith Zrantie T%.

mut ot locet she got hin cornrd then he trist on an cnuction

2 sho oclutcht hic by th trouscracct with 1itl hcesitotion

" " apssd hin cs he strugld to her strangely ongld dwelling (and

——t O _1,}2"'

" " argot him in th boethtudb & listeond to hin yellng 5208
"o verard Y"Coll mo 'Teosic’” & sho crtfully ecxrcet hin th)

Hoo" anowd his her contimaum & to hor bosom prost ulm...

2 noy bohold vhot hoons to o fele who is bloncloss
I heo gcts in-
to th toils of on2 1lik%o Tessia who 1s chomcless!
Tor, & Loy UCE
thruat rithin t4 loek; th door wne onend 'wildo
& Tessic thltird
"ugbond!" 28 gonothigs swont inslde.
& olekt tho (sons ‘o') hop-
loos hunza up & 2umnt him in th can.

§ 7« e msfj—-‘;jﬁi*!

Tor Teomaic, she u~c nmerriod

((ind I couldn't possibly 2o any further with this roprint
leauseo it pots too rodlculous ot it goos ~long ond Kuttnes is
propably sctisficd (sle) with rozding thia far! @7

ATOLS | - - 1 =Uranlun 255

"rUE EVCHMTED DUPLICATOR" "QyE HAR? STATESIDE"
Two groat volumos by o great fan, alt Willis. And novr, to
support tho "7illis and Mato to tho Gito in '50HI® tund, 1 on
cditing o volune of f111is' osecvs and artlelep, somc scorc as
Sncary’s radioactive niclles... Pro-oxdors arc .1.00 for tnis
hord-bound, comlctely illocd volumo. Only pro-crdoercd volumcs
gan possibly bo autosrophod by Willis. liorc about it latcr. =Gul
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